
MediaRoom Demo

Leaders in Public Safety: FEMA Honors 11 Individuals, Organizations for Community
Preparedness Achievements
2017 Individual and Community Preparedness Award winners announced

WASHINGTON, Sept. 27, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced
today the winners of the 2017 FEMA Individual and Community Preparedness Awards, recognizing the lifesaving
efforts of individuals and organizations from across the country who are working to prepare for emergencies.
Each year, FEMA honors individuals and organizations who excel at inspiring the public to be ready if a tornado,
hurricane, wildfire, or other disaster were to strike their community.

Experience the interactive Multichannel News Release here: https://www.multivu.com/players/English/8025654-
fema-2017-icp-award-winners/  

"We are a stronger, more resilient nation when we work together—in communities large and small—to prepare
for and respond to disasters," said FEMA Acting Deputy Administrator Daniel Kaniewski. "FEMA is proud to
recognize the great efforts of individuals and organizations who are helping to create a national culture of
preparedness."

This year's award winners strengthened their community to prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate
a disaster through innovative practices and programs. For example the City of Arlington Office of Emergency
Management in TX teamed up with the Arlington Christian Disaster Network to manage spontaneous volunteers
and assist with sheltering needs around disasters. The Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe in CA, with a population of
only 203 people, transformed the Blue Lake Casino and Event Center into an official public shelter with help
from the American Red Cross and installed backup "green" power should the regular power grid get cut off.
Another example is Rosalind "Roz" McKelvey from Germantown, PA, who organized a community wide drill to
address the unique challenges of preparing a community where approximately 40 percent of the residents live
at or below the poverty line.  

The 11 FEMA Individual and Community Preparedness Award recipients will be recognized in a webinar and
during local ceremonies to celebrate their achievements.

This year's winners of FEMA's Individual and Community Preparedness Awards are:

Outstanding Citizen Corps Council: Connecticut Citizen Corps Council
Community Preparedness Champions: Rosalind "Roz McKelvey" and Cindi Barker
Awareness to Action: Be Ready Alliance Coordinating for Emergencies (BRACE)
Technological Innovation: SABER, the Single Automated Business Exchange for Reporting
Outstanding Achievement in Youth Preparedness: MyPI National (short for "My Preparedness Initiative")
John D. Solomon Whole Community Preparedness: Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe of California
Outstanding Private Sector Initiatives: William Bracken
Outstanding Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Initiatives: Long Beach Fire Department CERT
Outstanding Citizen Corps Partner Program: Arlington Christian Disaster Network
Prepareathon in Action: Prep Step Campaign from Save the Children

Since its inception in 2009, FEMA's Individual and Community Preparedness Division has received and reviewed
hundreds of applications, awarding 90 winners and acknowledging 450 honorable mentions from communities
nationwide.

Visit https://www.ready.gov/awards for more information on the 2017 award recipients and to see the honorable
mentions.

FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to
build, sustain and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from and mitigate
all hazards.

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog , www.twitter.com/fema , www.facebook.com/fema and
www.youtube.com/fema. Also, follow Administrator Brock Long's activities at https://twitter.com/fema_brock .

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse any non-government website,
companies or applications.

View original content:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/leaders-in-public-safety-fema-honors-11-
individuals-organizations-for-community-preparedness-achievements-300526815.html
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For further information: FEMA-News-Desk@fema.dhs.gov, (202) 646-3272
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